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What will happen to your estate if you die without a 

Will in England or Wales.

Are You Married Or In A 
Civil Partnership?

Do You Have 
Children*?

Do You Have 
Children?

Do You Have 
Parents Living?

Do You Have 
Siblings**?

Your Spouse or 
Civil Partner 
will receive 
everything.

Everything is 
shared equally 
between your 

Children.

Everything is 
shared equally 
between your 

Parents
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Do You Have A 
Living Grandparent?

Do You Have Any
Aunts Or Uncles**?

Everything is 
shared equally 
between your 
Grandparents

Everything is shared 
equally between your 

Siblings. If there are no 
Siblings, then between 

your half siblings.

Everything is shared 
equally between your 
Aunts and Uncles. If 

there are no full Aunts 
or Uncles, then 

between your half 
Aunts and Uncles.

Your Spouse or Civil 
Partner will recieve:

- Personal Posessions
- The first £270k, 

together with interest 
on that amount from 

yourdate of your 
death 

- Half of everything 
that remains

Your Children will 
recieve:

- The other half of 
anything that remains 

Everything 
passes to the 

Crown

Notes:

*Children - The term ‘Children’ 
includes legitimate and adopted 
children, but not step-children.

** Siblings/Aunts/Uncles - If 
those relatives are not living at 
the date of your death but they 
left descendats who are, then 
those descendats would usually 
inherit the share their parent 
would have taken had they 
survived you.


